Misrepresentation of the armorial bearings of Augustus.

The image below appears to have been “sold” as the armorial bearings of
Augustus, most likely by a surname and coat of arms dealer (a Bucket
Shop).

A certificate included with the image stated that “A coat of arms
associated with the surname AUGUSTUS has been found in Burke’s
General Armory 1884” and blazoned the arms as “Azure a chevron Argent
between three birds Or” and crest as “A three quarter spread eagle with
three annulets on the breast” (which does not match the image above).




| have searched my copy of Burke’s General Armory (1884) and can find
no record of any armorial bearings in the name of Augustus. Below is an
extract of Burke’s from Auf to Aul; there is no entry for Augustus (nor is
there any entry for same in the supplement).

- S ————

weat | Andyn (Dorchester), Ar. on & cross gu. five loncels ramp.

am or. Crest—A lion pass. his tail extended or, bearing a

banner ar. charged with a croas gu.

in | Aufferton. Az. two chev. or,

Auffrick,. Gu. three legs armed ppr. conjolmed in the

nd- centre at the upper part of the thighs, flexed in a tringle

garnished and spurred or. Crest—Two wrms embowed and
€0, erect in armour, holding in their hands a gem ring all ppr.
of | Aufrere (Burnside, co. Westmoreland, and Foulsham Old

Jin Hall, co. Norfolk). Ar. a chev. gu. betw. in chief two

fa bunches of grapes ppr. (purple and green leaves) and in

1of base a lion ramp. of the second. Crest—A lion ramp. gu.

Motto—Esto quod esse videria.

red | Auger (Bordeaux, France, Arms confirmed in Ireland, and

134 Cvest granted 10 Feb. 1701, to PavL Avcer, a refogee, with

ole some of his younger brothers, at the Revocation of the Edict

1 of of Nantes, tenth gon of ParL Avcer, of Bordeaux, merchant).

ind Quarterly, lst and 4th, ar. on & mount in base & Cupid shoot-

ing at o juy perched on a tree all ppr., on a canton az. issuing

B.). from the dexter chief point, rays of the sun or; Znd and 3rd,

WO or, s stalk with three thistles betw. two palm branches in

An galtire ppr.  Crest—0n a mount an oak tree thereon perched

fa & jay all ppr.

Aughton (Devonshire), Ar. a chev. engr. betw. three
fleurs-de-lis sa.

Anghton (Hadlington, co. Lancaster). Sa. three garhs or.

ase- | Auke. Gu.two barsar. in chief three annuleis of the last,

Auld. Ar. ona mount vert, a tree pierced through in bend

Aar.) by a sword ppr. upon the point a crown. Crest—A lon's

head ernsed.

—A | Auld, or Aulde. Erm. ona chief gu. two griffins respect-
ing each other ar. Cresi—A cherub’'s head ppr. wings in
maltier. Motto—Virtule et constantid.

Anldim iSetland 1828% Ar thres hearis somininad In erianels

A search for the motto (per the image) Crux Nostra Corona in the
reference book Elvin’s Mottos indicated that the family using that motto
was Austen.

The very first entry for Austen in Burke’s General Armory is that of Austen
of Tenterden Kent and Guildford Surrey; the blazon for this family
matches that given in the so-called surname certificate for Augustus.
AT. & Salure Taguwy gu.
Austen (Tenterden, co. Kent, and Guildford co. Surrey).

Az. a chev. betw. three birds or. Crest—A three-gquarter
spread eagle, with three annulets on the breast.
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A further search of Burke’s General Armory reveals the arms of Austen of
Grovehurst and Broadford Kent from which family derives Austen of
Hertfordshire and Hampshire, of which was Jane Austen, the novelist. Her
brother, Edward Austen, Esq. inheriting the Godmersham estates,
assumed the surname and arms of Knight. Or, a chevron Gules between
three lions’ gambs erect erased Sable, armed of the second with a crest
of On a mural crown Or a stag sejant Argent attired Gold.

This blazon matches (except for the mistaken tincture of the lions’ gambs)
the image passing itself off as Augustus.

spread eagle, with three annulets on the breast.

Austen (Grovehurst and Broadford, co. Kent, from which
family derives AvUsTEN of Hertfordshire and Hamp-
gshire, of which was JANE AvsTEN, the novelist. Her
brother, EpwARD AUsTEN, Esq. inheriting the Godmersham
estates, assumed the surname and arms of ExicaT). Or, |
a chev. gu. betw. three lions' gambs erect, erased sa. |
armed of the second. Crest—On a mural crown or a stag |
gejant ar. attired gold.

Austen (Capel Manor, Horsmonden, Kent). Or, on a chev.

Conclusion:

The passing off of these arms as the arms of Augustus is fraudulent. The
certificate for the “surname of Augustus” blatantly misleads the
purchaser by erroneously stating that there is an entry for the surname
Augustus in Burke’s General Armory.

Heraldic fraud may either mean, to falsely claim the right to a coat of arms
to which a person does not have the right, or to falsely claim someone
else has that right and thereby selling heraldic art to him to which he has
no right. Both can be seen as a kind of fraud and an infringement on
intellectual property rights.

According to the Law of Arms in most heraldic jurisdictions, usage of a
pre-existing coat of arms must be predicated on some form of relation.



Typically, inheritance of arms flows through the male line, though in
many traditions it may flow through the female line as well.

In heraldry, a "bucket shop" is a company that will sell a coat of arms
associated with the customer's surname, regardless of whether the
customer can claim a relation to the original armiger. Bucket shops may
work from a database of surnames and shields sourced from manuscripts,
armorials, and various journals, typically Burke’s General Armory.

Martin Goldstraw, The Armorial Register Limited, 19/11/2017.



