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CONFIRMATION OF ARMS AND GRANT OF CREST AND SUPPORTERS
TO THE CITY OF CHESTER BY WILLIAM FLOWER, NORROY,
DATED 3rn SEPT., 1580,

[MS, Ashm, 844, Part II, fo. 51.]
The truest copy of the patent made to the Citie of Chester,1580.

Omnibvs et singulis tam regibus ad Arma siuve Heraldis, quam nobilibus
cterisque hoc scriptum visuris vel audituris, Willelmus Flower armiger aliter
dictus Norroy rex Armorum et principalis Heraldos partium regni Angliz
borealium, Salutem in Domino sempiternam.

Ovvm Venerabiles viri Maior et cines cinitatis Cestrize, sicut et eorum
predecessores, multis et egregijs prinilegijs & regibus Angliz Comitibusque
Cestriee Palatinis, sint indulti, et per nomen Maioris et cinium cinitatis Cestriz
incorporati: Virtute cuius quidem incorporationis cinitas predicta (sicut et
alij regni Anglise civitates) Armorum sine insigniorum longo vsu ac demonstra-
tione, clarior et spectabilior multo efficitur. Quoniam vero relictis Armis sine
insignijs preedicts ciuitatis antiquis, et feré penitus & memoria deletis, alia nona
ingignia preefensa (et nnlla avtoritate fuleita®) sibi assumpserunt; eisdemque
per multos annos elapsos vsi sunt: qua in re, illorum quorum praecipué intererat
negligentia sive incuria, gravitér erratum est. Et quia neque supra Arma siue
insignia preedicta antiqua (quod plerunque et alijs nonnullis similiter accidit)
vlla reperitur galea auctuario (quod tymbrum sine Cristam wvocant) decenter
ornata; neque ad latera Armorum animalia collateralia (qus supportatores
vulgo appellamns) quibus Scuti tutela committitur, cernuntur. Ideirco ego
preedictus Norroy rex Armorum, non solum quod est officij mei in reformatione
delictorum priorum temporum exequutus, A#ina sine insignia antiguat coloribus
rubeo et asorio siue caruleo per longum distincla, quorum pars prioy (que ef regia
appellari merito potest) dimidiaios fres leones gradientes e respicienizs aureos
quam speciosissimé ostentad, altera vero pars ab ipsis Comitibus olim Palatinis
mslwata, spicarum fascem wnum integrum, of dimidiatum alinm aureum pree se
fert, dictee ciuitati plenarié et in integrum restitul per presentes. Ac insuper
obnixé rogatus vt preedicta Ciuitati in hac parte non deessem, quin potius,
quantum in me est, Cinitati et societati tam preeclars, deque Principe et patria
nostra tam bend merife, gratificarer: pro maiori et ampliori ornamento Cinitatis
preedictas, pro Criste supra galeam, rvegalitatis ef Tusticie symbolum gladinm

* Words in brackets are struck out in the MS5.—[Ep.]

+ The arms borne by the City—England dimidiating thyee garbs—are, as shown by the
lost small Statute Merchant seal, probably at least as old as 1283, Th? were formally
confirmed to the City by William Flower, Norroy, by grant dated Sept. 9rd, 1580, which
included a crest—on a wreath or, gulss, and asire, @ sword of state avect, boint wpwards, scab-
bard sabls, hilf and pommel or, appendant thereto o belf sable, buckled or—and supporters:
dexter @ Hon vampant ov, dusally gorged argent, and sinister, a wolf salient argent, ducally
govged or {Jewitt and Hope, on Corporation Plal and Insignda of Office, 1, 64).

The t of arms to the City of Chester has several endorsements on the baclk, as follows:
“ A confirmacion of the creste and supporters to the auncient arms of the city given by
King Richard II but confirmed 1880." "' Confirmed by St. George on my visitation, 1813."
* Ensign Armorial, on bearings, commonly called arms, were first granted to the City of
Chester by King Edward III, 1a the mayoralty 'of William Brickhill, 4.0, 1328, These
bearings were re-granted and confirmed, and a city sword given, by King Richard IT, in

the mayoralty of John Armourer, a.p. 1394." (Architect., Archmol, and Historic Society

of Chester, i, 181 .
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vaginatum eveclum cingulogue cincium, totum deauvatum assignaws, situatum super
torgquem awreis, rubsis, asorijsque colovibus distinctum, simul cum mandellis sitie
appendicibus parfim rubeis parlim asorifs intrinsecus argento duplicatis. Ei
vlterins in chyper sive soudi sustentationem, leonem aureum corona argenteq circa
collum redimitiem & dexiro, ef lupum argenteum aurea similiter covona civea collum
cinclum & sinistro lalere destinani: quemadmodum in margine presentium pro
pleniori notitia magis ad viuum suis metallis atque coloribus illuminanda,
delineanda, depingendédque curaui.

Qva quidem insignia clypei antiqua, vna cum apice seu Crista gale® imposita,
animalibusque predictis collateralibus dictum clypeum sustinentibus et sup-
portantibus, ego prenominatus Norroy rex Armorum, virtute et autoritate
functionis et officij mei, & regia maiestate mihi in hac parte concesse, digna
dignis vt preescriberem admissus, dictis Maiori et cinibus preefate ciuitatis
Cestriz eorumque successoribus, in maiorem honoris incrementum, et Ciuitatis
preedicte decus atque ornamentum perenne, dedi, tradidi, et imperpetunm
confirmaui per presentes. Habenda, vienda, et ostendenda honoris gratia
quibuscunque loco et tempore pro eorum arbitrio, aliquo impedimento, con-
tradictione, aut prohibitione id vt ne fieri possit, non obstantibus. In gquorvin
omnium et singnlorum fidem et testimonium, ego Norroy rex Armorum pree-
dictus hijs presentibus nomen meum manu mea propria subseripsi, et appen-
sione sigilli officlj mei presens meum diploma corroborani. Datvm Cestrim
tertio die Septembris Anno Christi Saluatoris M.D.LXXX regni vers Sere-
nissimz regine Elizabethz vicesimo atque secundo.




